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ROGER S. COHEN, JR., P. A. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
4701 SANGAMORE ROAD 
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20816 

PHONE: (301) 229-7700 

ROGER S. COHEN, JR., C.P.A. 

MICHAEL E. REGAN, C.P.A. 

daniel a. smith, c.p.a. November 8, 1983 


David Thomason Alexander 
Executive Director 
Numismatic Literary Guild 
P. O. Box 7214 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 


Dear Mr. Alexander: 

On June 16, 1983 at the suggestion of Mr. Paul Munson I wrote 
to you requesting a membership application be sent to me. To date 
I have not heard from you. 

Please honor my second request for an application with a 
response. 


Very truly yours. 


Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 


cc: Paul Munson 




American Numismatic Association 


Society for International Numismatics 
Society of Medalists 
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Mr. Roger S. Cohen PA 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda MD 20816 


16 Nov. 1983 


Dear Mr. Cohen: 

I received your note of November 8 here in Des Moines. I am afraid 
that your original letter of June 16 got lost in the shuffle as I 
moved from Danbury, Connecticut to Iowa. For some time we had the 
disorder attendant on such a move and I fear some matters have been 
a whilfeegetting caught up. 

I enclose the application you requested. Please feel free to fill 
out this form and return for somewhat faster action this time around! 

The Numismatic Literary Guild was organized in 1968 as a focus for 
writers and editors in our field. Emphasis has always been on those 
for whom actual writing of books, magazine or newspaper columns and 
articles has been a significant part of their numismatic activities. 

The Guild offers a widely respected Newsletter and is represented at 
each year's American Numismatic Association convention by a Writers' 
Symposium featuring top national figures in related professions and 
the annual Bash, a leading social highlight of the convention. 

We offer a series of writing awards in all areas on numismatics from 
books to professional catalogs, from magazine articles to club 
publications in which all are invited to compete. 

Please be advised that we will be happy to hear further from you 
on your membership application. Many thanks for your patience and 
continued interest in NLG. 



David Thomason Alexander 
Executive Director NLG 



9 fa*/ fc5 


7 ^ f ; ell u) cm 
C-fte>v{> e>p SFftKS 

Hoc* rHf+ieLL ffrtrY C4./J 
f^CTH/^ T+ fZoUsSH(T 

%»*K /5 OAF / 



NUMISMATIC LITERARY GUILD APPLICATION * 

ftoG-tTR. £- CloHlrfO J-R. _ So/- 7*1'/~ 7 7 ao 

Applicant Phone (area code) 

Ho! SfifjQ.fi/node $E> SerThcSPfl- /to D. 2.*g>/C _ 

Address-City State Zip 

///zi/f 3 _ 

Sponsored by Date of application 

Publications in which applicant has been represented: (National preferred) 


Organizations, please give membership numbers when feasible 

ft-Af /f I Hfrl f CeppfRS 

Artetf UomtSM/t tic, Sec-re-T* 

Numismatic Specialty or preference __ 

Books by applicant (Titles please) 

t*~/\ i ft /yt- ft rs /f"7 / 

F/Mero.' etyv Hp-'-r Ce-RfS (a-vp ?o> 7/0/1O Ptg- i_ 

Full Time Position A C CO O ~fA*l 7" _ 

Do you wish to accept assignments?__ Any time limitations?_ 

Are you under contract (writing)? /\fA> __ 

Will you serve on committees?-(nomination-numismatic iudge-Director-etc.) 

May N.L.G. issue publicity releases concerning applicant?_ p'^ ^ _ 

If answer is yes, please forward at your convenience, your biography & photograph. 
Publications to which you subscribe. (To assist in judging articles) 


How may the Numismatic Literary Guild best serve you? 


Primary classification - Columnist_ Journalist „_ Author X 

Other (explain)_ 

Non Numismatic Classification_ 


As a member of the NUMISMATIC LITERARY GUILD I agree to respect its 
aims and adhere to its policies. I will participate in the nominations and elec¬ 
tions of the best numismatic material of the year. I will nominate only those 
numismatic writers I feel will be an asset to N.L.G. and will assist fellow mem¬ 


bers whenever possible. 


(ft) cry&O ^ v ~ 


Signatui 


Requirements for membership. 

1. A numismatic writer, columnist or curator of recognized museum on a 
continuing basis. Staff columnist of the major numismatic press or the 
daily, weekly or monthly press. 

2. Research Numismatist whose articles have appeared in the numismatic 
press on a continuing basis. 

3. Editors & publishers of the numismatic press. 

4. Sponsored "by an N.L.G. member in good standing or the editor of your 
newspaper or magazine. 


(Complete the form above and return to Executive Director together with three 
examples of your columns or numismatic writings along with your check in the 
amount of $25.00, made payable to the N.L.G., which covers admission fee and 
the current $5.00 annual dues). R . , . q 77 
















Mr. Roger Stahel Cohen Jr. 

4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

I received and read with interest your communication of 18 January. I must observe 
that while my membership in Early American Coppers may indeed be of the "rather 
recent" date that you feel so obliged to note, I have followed EAC's development 
far longer. During my years at Coin World , 1974-1981, it was my pleasure to 
review many issues of Penny Wise to cover a number of EAC activities. I have had 
the highest respect for the organization and for its invaluable contributions 
to numismatic literature. 

I am also well acquainted with Denis Loring and his input to the early copper 
corpus, and have read several of his ANA Diaries in the past. My reason for 
writing Dr. Lapp on 19 November was. I must remind you, "...not for Breen's 
personal interest only, but for a better understanding of the NLG role in numis¬ 
matic publications as well." 

I think it regrettable that an author of your qualifications has not become an 
NLG member long ago. Had you done so, I feel certain that you would have found 
our Bash of 1985 and earlier years to have offered far more to our members and 
the writing community than the hours of ego massage you letter asserts. 

NLG is the only organization in numismatics today that fosters excellence and 
encourages writers in fields as far apart as paper money, medals, tokens, U.S. 
and world coins. NLG provides a much needed service on a broad front, and I 
feel no need to remain silent to slights directed against our activities. 

For the record, all NLG awards are decided by a jury of the participating 
writers' peers. The identity of the judges is a matter of confidence, but all 
are individuals of integrity, experience as writers and editors, and of a highly 
valued independence of judgement. It seems scarcely necessary to note that our 
judges do, in fact, carefully read all material submitted. 

In the spirit of independence for which they are known, the judges make their 
decisions without fear or favor. They do not hesitate to recognize quality at 
any time, nor do they fear to tread on a few toes or the egos you so deplore 
in the process. Controversy has never deterred NLG, not even the feline 
vindictiveness and corrosive hatred which seems to swirl around the half cent 
literature. 
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Cohen 


That massive egos abound in numismatics is all too true. That these are not 
confined solely to the winners of NLG Clemy awards is obvious from the very 
fact of this correspondence. Such unseemly invective and abuse as we see in 
the half cent field is not unique to that branch of our science, but NLG will 
not allow its work to be impeded by such feuding, however diverting it may be 
to the several participants. 

In closing, I am intrigued as an historian by the complimentary close of your 
recent letter. If as the wording suggests I have been called out in connection 
with this matter, I will exercise my prerogative as the challenged party to 
choose weapons. I suggest we meet at the Milwaukee ANA Convention, the night 
of the NLG Bash, and belabor each other at point blank range with copies of 
the Breen half cent book, while standing in nine feet of water in the hotel 
swimming pool! 


Most Sincerely, 



Executive Director NLG 


DTA:ipse 

CC: Dr. Warren Lapp 
Denis Loring 
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